ARVADA FESTIVALS COMMISSION
MINUTES
May 26, 2011
CALL TO ORDER - 7:00 P.M – Nancy Bentzen
ATTENDANCE / INTRODUCTIONS:

Mary Jo Giddings, Mike Hult, Jody Weiland, Dudley Weiland, Frances Evans, Edna Gordon, Bernie Burgmaier, Jennie Slattengren, Nancy Bentzen, Alvin Maes, Judith Denham, Joy Wasendorf, Mary VanDoozer, Lynne Heinemamp, Dave Olson, Mary Jo Giddings
OTHERS PRESENT: Suzanne McGowen, Brenda Berg, Michelle Francis, Karen McCoy (new volunteer)
THOSE ABSENT: Jane Schnabel, Stacey Bibik (new member not attended yet)
TREAT MONTH: Bernie Burgmaier and Edna Gordon
BIRTHDAYS: None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE BUSINESS MEETING OF April 28, 2011
Corrections to minutes:  Mary Jo Giddings said she did not say posters were ready for Harvest Festival.  Dave Olson said the Butterfly Pavilion would be in attendance for Trails Day on June 4, 2011.
Minutes were approved as corrected.
PUBLIC COMMENT / ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
Jody and Dudley Weiland were awarded Outstanding Volunteers for 2010 by the Arvada Chamber.  The AFC congratulated them and presented them with a card and hanging flower basket.
PRESENTATION:  
Judith Denham, Michelle Francis, Suzanne McGowan, and Joy Wasendorf conducted an exercise which asked "what do you think of when you hear Festivals Commission".  The answers were collected and read to the Commission.  There was a presentation on "Branding" regarding FC.  It was explained that "branding" is comparable to a Mission Statement, only in more detail.  Branding would extend to a community audit, a lesson on what needs to be done for consistent messaging, messaging that is used over and over so there is no misunderstanding.  Marketing Committee would like to have Michelle do a commission survey questionnaire with the city and the public to see where we need to go from there.
REPORTS:
HOTA Board Representative Report: Nancy Bentzen
Nancy reported that at the May 12, 2011 board meeting they met the new director, Lynn Sierres-Krone, who has worked in retail.   Nancy also attended the Promotions Committee meeting and HOTA is looking for money to fund Movies in the Square, which is held on Friday nights in August.  They are also working on National Night Out for August, Festival of Scarecrows, and Trick or Treat Street.  Also talked about a scavenger hunt merchant promotion and a Friday night event.
Mary Jo said HOTA is working on parking signs and designated parking areas for events.

Jane said all festivals in Olde Town need a parking manager.

EVENT REPORTS:
10th Annual Arvada Trails Day - Sat., June 4, 2011 -
Dave Olson and Janice Miller Co-Chairs

Arvada Park Advisory Committee, Co-Sponsor - Bill Orchard (Bike Ride)

2011 FC Committee: Dudley Weiland (Nature Walk) Jody Weiland, Nancy Bentzen, Judith Denham, Jane Schnabel, Mike Hult, Mary VanDoozer

Community Partner Members: Two Ponds-Seth Beres, MVNC--Karen Miller Community Members: Mark McGoff (Nature Walk)

Location Majestic View Park & Two Ponds Wildlife Refuge 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

Janice reported the event is ready but they do need volunteers, especially for cleanup.  Janice passed a sign up sheet for set up, working event, and tear down.  Also, need people for parking -- will have different shifts.   Dudley Weiland and Mark McGoff will conduct the walks -- one from MVNA and one from Two Ponds.  The walks will take approximately one hour.  Arvada Firemen will cook the hot dogs.  Sam's Club is donating four hundred hot dogs to this event.  Jennie volunteered to help Mary in kitchen.
Independence Day, 4th of July Celebration Mon., July 4, 2011, Nancy Bentzen, Chair
FC Committee: Judith Denham (booth spaces/marketing)

2011 Entertainment Partner - KOOL 105 Promo Dept - Max Robert

Kid's Park Partner - Apex Park & Recreation - Ross Blackmer,

City Committees - Parks Dept., Police, Fire, Arvada Center-City Banquet Service
Other--Linda Olson (Military Display), Pridemark, Red Rocks

Location: Lutz/Stenger Sports Complex - Start at 3:00 pm through Fireworks

Nancy told new members this was a long standing city event before Festivals Commission was formed.  In 2002 Festivals Commission became coordinator for the event and have greatly expanded activities.  We will have a patriotic sales booth at the event.  Judith sent out 150 booth space invitations.  Four applications have been returned at this time -- fresh produce, a gourmet business, Jake's Toys has rented 2 booths, and city council candidate Bob Fifer.  Some other activities booths will be a dunk tent, face painting, kids' games.  Apex will coordinate the Kids Park.  There will be a stage and entertainment provided by KOOL105 and a classic car show.  Publicity will be in Arvada Report this month.  We need to rent golf carts, port-a-lets, barricades, etc.   Parking will be available for vendors.  

(HF Comm) Harvest Festival -- September 9-11, 2011

Festivals Commission is a sponsor

2011 FC Members Helping or on Committee: Mary Jo Giddings, Nancy Bentzen, Dudley Weiland, Jane Schnabel, Frances Evans

Nancy and Mary Jo were at the meeting on May 19.   Nancy reported everyone is working on their own event. The theme this year is science fiction.  Alvin commented he questions if HF is family friendly.  He said there were too many women in skimpy clothes setting a bad example for children. Also, too many dogs on leashes. He would like to see something done about these problems.   Was advised this is not a Festivals Commission event so we have no control over either of those situations.
Festival of Scarecrows – HOTA/ Festivals Commission Partnership - October 8, 2011 FC is Partner for event.  HOTA:  Lib Ilderton  Arvada Gardeners: Bill Orchard

2011 FC members: Lynne Heinekamp, Nancy Bentzen, Judith Denham, Mary Jo Giddings, Janice Miller, Frances Evans, Jane Schnabel

Location: Olde Town Square, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m
A preliminary meeting was held to discuss expanding the event and closing off 57th Street between Upham and Olde Wadsworth.  Judith proposed having room for more activities and booth spaces.

OTHER COMMITTEES
FC Marketing Committee and Sponsorship Committee: Judith Denham, Chair 2011
FC Committee: Nancy Bentzen, Jane Schnabel, Suzanne McGowan
Community volunteers: Gary Browning, Sharon Baldwin, JoAnn Medina, Donna Ross, Karen McCoy
Judith said Branding, i.e., marketing communications would get our message out to the community.  She proposed we use $1000 from the sponsorship saving fund for the survey.  Judith says we have given a lot to this community and wants to get specific, consistent messages to community.  She also wants to know about people attending our events.  Michelle would develop a questionnaire and complete a survey.

 

It was decided we will not vote now but table until later.   It was suggested that we just put a questionnaire in the Arvada Report.  Nancy suggested Commission members go online to learn more about Branding. 
Master Festivals Calendar/Website/Social Media Brenda said all is up to date.

Festivals Library – Janice Miller, Chair
2011 FC members: Nancy Bentzen, Jody Weiland

Jody, Nancy, and Janice finished the scrapbook High Tea section and will next work on the Kite Festival.  The group met on May 23, 2011. 

Keep Arvada Beautiful Clean-up Project
Next cleanup is July 16, 2011 at 7:30 am.   Meet at 86th Pkwy. and Alkire.

Dudley Weiland gave Certificates of Appreciation to Ed and Nancy Bentzen for the last clean-up.
OTHER BUSINESS
Sponsorship/Volunteer bar-b-que is August 21, 2011 at a Memorial Park if available.  We need more room than at MVNC.  Time will be announced.  Brenda will check on availability.
 

Lynne had proposed that we do a "thank you" cookbook in celebration of the Arvada Center 35th anniversary which she thought was next year.  However, the anniversary is July of 2011   Proposal was voted down because we would not have time and the Center published a cookbook 5 years ago.

 

Apex Concert series (which FC sponsors) is now on their website.  The first one is on June 30.  Several concerts are on same night also as Arvada Center concerts.

Brenda was asked for a new member list, which she will do.

 

Mary Jo and Nancy said they have tickets for the Historical Society's Garden Show on June 25, 2011, and would be glad to sell them at $15 each.  Mary Jo reported on the Garden Tour. 

We all need to turn in our hours to Brenda Berg.

NEXT FC BOARD MEETING:   June 23, 2011, 7:00 pm. Anne Campbell room, City Hall. ADJOURNMENT:  8:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted:
Mary VanDoozer









