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n June, the Arvada City Council

approved a construction contract with

Northstar Concrete in the amount of

$166,035.50 for the Simms Street bike

lane and pedestrian facility.  This much

needed and long-awaited project consists

of an on-street bike lane, pavement

widening, curb and gutter, and a mean-

dering concrete sidewalk along the west

side of Simms Street from W. 69th

Avenue (Ralston Creek Trail) to W. 72nd

Avenue.  It links existing sidewalks in the

area as well as the City’s bicycle trail

system. 

Funding for the project was made

possible in part through a Safe Routes to

School grant awarded to Arvada and

administered through the Colorado

Department of Transportation and the

Federal Highway Administration.  This

grant program was formed as a means of

encouraging walking and biking for ele-

mentary and middle school children.  The

grant amounted to $101,146; the City of

Arvada will contribute the remaining

amount.    

The project completes a missing link

in Oberon Middle School’s suggested

walking route for seventh and eighth

graders.  Oberon Middle School Principal

Dana Ellis was instrumental in providing

school support, a factor in CDOT’s selec-

tion process.  “We are thrilled that this

sidewalk will be built,” Principal Ellis

stated.  “We have a high percentage of

kids who attend Oberon that walk or bike

to school along this route, so the con-

struction of the sidewalk will positively

impact many of our students.”

It is anticipated that the project will

be completed by the end of August.
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Students at Russell Elementary School commemorate the school’s closure on 
May 28 by releasing balloons.  The school was closed by the Jefferson County 

School District due to budget cuts.  Former Russell students will attend the 
former Arvada Middle School this fall, which has been converted to Arvada K-8.

Simms Street Pedestrian, 
Bike Lane Nears Completion

Arvada Makes Money
Magazine’s “Best
Small Cities List” 
see page 4.
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T
he City of Arvada has joined

forces with Historic Denver, Inc.

and graduate architectural students

at the University of Colorado to launch

the Preservation for Living project in four

Arvada neighborhoods.  This project,

funded in part by the State Historical

Fund and the National Trust for Historic

Preservation Partners in the Field

Program, includes a series of free infor-

mational workshops on topics such as

historic tax credits, window and masonry

repairs, and energy efficiency measures

in older homes.  A “pattern book” of sug-

gestions on how to sensitively remodel or

make additions to older pre-war homes in

the Stocke-Walter and Reno Park historic

districts, and for early post-war ranch

houses in the Alta Vista and Allendale

subdivisions of Arvada, will also be

developed. 

The Reno Park and Stocke-Walter his-

toric districts, which developed to the

east and west of Olde Town Arvada, con-

sist mainly of pre-World War II housing

patterns ranging from turn-of-the-century

Victorian and Edwardian styles to historic

bungalows and early modern houses.

One goal of the pattern book is to educate

homeowners about character defining

features of their neighborhoods and

homes, while helping them to visualize

appropriate design solutions to enhance

livability and modern lifestyles.

When the FasTracks Gold Line

brings commuter rail service to

the neighborhood in the near

future, development pressures on

the area will likely rise.  Part of

the goal of the project is to dis-

courage speculative, scrape-off

type development resulting in

out-of-scale housing that threat-

ens the neighborhood’s unique

character and small town charm.

The Alta Vista and Allendale

subdivisions were two of the early post-

war housing developments that character-

ized Arvada’s rapid growth and develop-

ment in the mid-20th century.  In the

post-war years, Arvada was quickly

transformed from a small farming com-

munity to a booming modern town.  The

opening of the nearby Rocky Flats

nuclear weapons plant and other econom-

ic development activities created an

opportunity for housing developers to

plat large subdivisions to meet the grow-

ing demand for housing.  Increased effi-

ciency, low-cost materials, and mass-pro-

duction technology developed during the

war allowed entire subdivisions to be

platted and built within a matter of

months.  Witkin Construction Company

and the Hoskinson Brothers were two of

the prominent homebuilders who helped

put these subdivisions on the map.  Many

of Alta Vista and Allendale’s modest but

imminently livable homes were featured

in the decade from 1953-1963 on the

annual Denver Area Parade of Homes.

Fifty years later, many aspects that

attracted the original owners to Alta Vista

and Allendale remain desirable.  The

community workshops and pattern book

will demonstrate ways to adapt the dream

homes of the past into homes that fit the

needs and desires of today’s residents.  

Details on the dates and locations of

the workshops and the scheduled avail-

ability of the pattern book for the two pre-

war and early post-war neighborhoods

will be announced shortly.  For informa-

tion contact Kim Grant at 720-898-7125

or Cheryl Drake at 720-898-7436. 

Preservation for Living Project Kicks Off in
Four Arvada Neighborhoods
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Your Property Taxes
Every year when the property tax bill comes due, do you wonder where the money goes?  The following is a break-
down of the use of property tax based on the average value of a home in Arvada:  $264,803.

*
AFPD: Arvada Fire Protection District
Apex PRD: Apex Park and Recreation District
UDCFD: Urban Drainage and Flood Control District
Hyland PRD: Hyland Hills Park and Recreation District
Rangeview: Adams County Library District

How the City of Arvada Utilizes Property Taxes

The City of Arvada receives $90.85 in property taxes per home per year (on average).  Based on the City’s 2010
General Fund budget of $64,238,020, these funds are distributed as follows: 

JEFFERSON COUNTY

City of
Arvada AFPD* Apex PRD* Jefferson

County
Jeffco

Schools UDFCD* TOTAL Jefferson

Mill Levy 4.3100 9.5580 5.3390 24.3460 48.1450 0.5690 92.2670

Property Tax $90.85 $201.47 $112.54 $513.17 $1,014.82 $11.99 $1,944.83

ADAMS COUNTY

City of
Arvada

Fire 
District #2

Hyland
PRD*

Adams
County

Adams 50
Schools UDFCD Rangeview* TOTAL

Adams

Mill Levy 4.3100 18.800 5.6170 26.8240 59.7040 0.5690 3.6590 92.2670

Property Tax $90.85 $396.27 $118.40 $565.40 $1,258.46 $11.99 $77.13 $1,944.83

Department 2010 Budget % of Property Tax $ in Property Tax

Arvada Center $1,147,813 1.79% $1.62

Parks $3,109,960 4.84% $4.40

Debt $466,741 0.73% $0.66

Capital Improvement Projects $3,525,000 5.49% $4.99

Arvada Economic Development $723,835 1.13% $1.02

Other $3,947,748 1.45% $5.58

City Council $303,123 0.47% $0.43

Municipal Court $915,683 1.43% $1.29

City Manager’s Office $2,426,450 3.78% $3.43

City Attorney’s Office $1,354,170 2.11% $1.92

Finance $2,725,395 4.24% $3.85

Human Resources $1,272,110 1.98% $1.80

Public Safety $19,460,770 30.29% $27.52

Public Works $17,579,712 27.37% $24.86

Community Development $2,229,777 3.47% $3.15

Information Technology $3,049,733 4.57% $4.31

Total $64,238,020 100% $90.85
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Employees of the Month
The Employee of the Month is nominated by fellow
workers and chosen by a subcommittee of the
City’s Employee Committee. Recipients are hon-
ored in front of the employee body and presented a
certificate and gift by City Manager Craig Kocian.
Their name is engraved on a plaque which hangs
in Arvada City Hall.

Frank Kuretich, Bill Mivshek,
and Eva Shreeve 

Frank Kuretich, Bill Mivshek, and Eva
Shreeve with the Information Technology
Department were the May Employees of

the Month.  Kuretich has been with the
City since 1993, Mivshek since 1993, and
Shreeve since 1984.  Known as the “three
amigos” of the mail room, these cowork-
ers sort and deliver heavy volumes of
mail, coordinate the stuffing and mailing
of utility bills, and work to streamline
processes to make work easier for all City
departments.  They rearrange their work
and personal schedules to accommodate
changes in various work areas.  One nomi-
nator from the sales tax division states,
“every month we get tons of mail that has
to be sorted and opened.  At the end of the
month we print thousands of sales tax
returns that must then be stuffed, metered,
and mailed.  The mail staff volunteered to
take on all of this, plus monitor our inven-
tory and happily process these time con-
suming, repetitive tasks.  They are an
absolute pleasure to work with.”

Terry Brown and James Garcia
Terry Brown and James Garcia with the

Streets Department were the June

Employees of the Month.  Brown has been

with the City since 2004 and Garcia since

2009.  In February, while driving to their

job site, Brown and Garcia noticed a

woman in distress due to an aggressive dog

in the area of W. 69th Avenue and Virgil

Way.  They stopped, got out of the truck,

and put themselves between the dog and

the woman.  They chased the dog away

only to have it come back aggressively

towards them.  They again chased the dog

and it jumped the fence into its yard.  At

this point the Animal Control division was

contacted.  Brown and Garcia waited for

Animal Control to arrive to ensure the dog

did not come back over the fence. 

Kuretich, Shreeve,  and Mivshek 

Garcia and Brown 

City of Arvada Employee Corner
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Councilmember Marc
Williams Re-Elected to
CML Executive Board

A
t-large Councilmember Marc Williams was 

re-elected to a third term on the Colorado

Municipal League

(CML) Executive Board

by municipal officials

from around the State

during the 88th Annual

CML conference held in

June.  This 19-member

Board is comprised of

elected officials and key

staff, and is responsible

for overall finances, man-

agement, and policy

affairs of the League.

CML is a nonprofit, non-

partisan organization

established in 1923 and

represents the interests of

263 cities and towns. 

Arvada Ranks 58th in
Money Magazine’s Top 100
Best Small Cities to Live

T
he City of Arvada was named one

of America’s Top 100 Best Small

Cities by Money Magazine.
The magazine stated:  “Arvada is the

place where gold was first spotted in

Colorado in the 1850s, and the town holds

an annual Gold Strike Festival to com-

memorate the event. But residents can also

boast of striking gold in choosing this

appealing town just outside Denver.

Arvada’s downtown is on the National

Register of Historic Places. Residents can roam the Arvada Center

for the Arts and Humanities, a cultural center that houses three

theatres, two floors of gallery space, and a museum, plus studios

and classrooms. Though its population now surpasses 100,000,

Arvada manages to retain a small-town feel and strong sense of

community.”

For the full list and more information visit

http://money.cnn.com/magazines/moneymag/bplive/2010/ 



Teens: Do You
Like to Argue?

• Are you between 14 and 17 years

old?

• Are you interested in the law?

• Do you want to improve your public

speaking skills?

• Could your resume or college applica-

tion use a boost?

• Do you need to gain NJHS and NHS

community service hours?

• Can you listen carefully and then

deliberate based on evidence?

Then Arvada Teen Court wants you!
Teen Court provides justice by teens,

for teens.  Teen Court defendants are first-

time offenders who agree to participate in

the program.  Their misdemeanor crimes

might include theft, disorderly conduct, or

throwing missiles.  The sentences

imposed by a jury of their peers are bind-

ing.  

Teen Court volunteer opportunities

include acting as a juror, bailiff, prosecut-

ing attorney, and defense attorney.

Volunteers also have an opportunity to be

part of a magistrate panel.  Visit the City

of Arvada website for more information:

www.arvada.org, click on Government,

then City Court and Teen Court.

Sustainability Update

T
he City of Arvada received

$951,900 as part of the

Energy Efficiency

Conservation Block Grant

(EECBG) funding from the

United States Department of

Energy under the American

Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

EECBG provides funds to devel-

op and implement projects to

improve energy efficiency and

reduce energy use and fossil fuel emis-

sions throughout the community. 

The Arvada City Council has devel-

oped a wide-ranging and aggressive plan

to use the funds for improvements to City

operations, projects that impact the com-

munity as a whole, and to help individuals

save energy and money.  Two such proj-

ects are described below.

For more information on Arvada’s sus-

tainability projects, contact Jessica

Schluederberg, Sustainability Coordinator,

at 720-898-7500.

New Solar Systems Installed at City

Hall, Nature Center

The installation of new photovoltaic

(solar) systems at Arvada City Hall and

Majestic View Nature Center was recently

completed.  Decisions on placement were

based in part on the National Renewable

Energy Laboratories Technical Assistance

Program, which identifies areas with good

solar access.   Both projects utilized Xcel

Energy’s rebate program.

At City Hall:

• All solar-available roof area is covered

with a 58 Kilowatt system.

• The annual production is 90,000kWh

or 6% of the building’s energy needs.  

• A screen will be located inside the

main entrance displaying real time

production of the system with associ-

ated environmental indicator savings. 

At Majestic View Nature Center:

• The 4.6 kWh system is located in the

pasture to the south of the Nature

Center, 7030 Garrison Street.

• The annual kWh production is esti-

mated to be 6,920, which will power

100% of the Center’s energy needs.

• An educational display is located

inside the Center.

Community Waste Disposal and

Recycling

How do I recycle in Arvada?  Why are

there trash cans in the street everyday of

the week?  Why does my neighbor pay

less than I do for waste hauling?  

City staff receives such questions on a

daily basis.  Clearly, these issues are a

concern for Arvada residents.  Therefore,

another project underway as part of the

EECBG grant is to revise the City’s waste

hauling ordinance.

Currently, regulation of trash hauling

services in Arvada is almost non-existent.

This creates significant negative impact

on fuel consumption, greenhouse gas

emissions, recycling rates, costs to citi-

zens, and impact on neighborhood streets.

Trash and recycling trucks are the heavi-

est trucks that regularly travel on residen-

tial streets.  The Arvada City Council has

voiced strong support to create a new reg-

ulatory model that would increase recy-

cling and lower the impact of trash haul-

ing on neighborhoods and streets while

improving services for residents through-

out the City.   

Following a request for qualifications,

two firms have been selected to perform

the study and help draft new regulations.

Mid-Atlantic Solid Waste Consultants and

LBA Associates are under contract with the

City to study, develop, and implement new

regulations for residential waste hauling.

The deliverables will include a study, draft

RFP, a draft ordinance, and a management

structure that could, for example, include a

contracted city-wide or district based sys-

tem with mandatory recycling options pro-

vided to citizens who request it.  Hauler

outreach has already begun and community

outreach will begin in September in order

to better understand the community needs

in regards to waste hauling. 
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T
he Arvada Harvest Festival holds

the honor of being the second

longest continuous running festival

in the State of Colorado.  This year’s

theme is Patriotism:  come celebrate our

freedom with the Red, White, and Blue!

With over 16 different events and activities

there is always something for everyone.

Details and schedules for all events can be

found on our website. 

Bingo is Back!

A joint effort between the Arvada

Historical Society and the Shrine of St.

Anne’s has brought back a grand tradition

to the Festival. Enjoy great prizes and

entertainment all three days at the St.

Anne’s lot on the corner of W. 57th

Avenue and Upham Street. 

Arvada Harvest Festival Parade

The patriotic theme will be front and

center at this year’s Parade on September

11 beginning at 9:00 am.  Arrive early for

pre-Parade entertainment beginning at 8:15

a.m.  The Parade will be a National

Marching Band Qualifier and we anticipate

over 20 marching bands that will compete

for an opportunity to participate in the

Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade and the

Rose Parade. Contact Ed Tomlinson, 303-

456-2121 or parade@edtomlinson.com.

Second Annual Golf Tournament

Proudly sponsored by the Arvada

Chamber of Commerce, the tournament is

a great kick off to the Harvest Festival on

August 27 at 8:00 a.m., Westwood’s Golf

Course, 6655 Quaker Street. Contact Dot

Wright with the Chamber at 303-424-0313

or dot@arvadachamber.org.

FREE 23rd Annual Kids’ Parade for

Kids 12 and Under

Enter and enjoy the Kids’ Parade on

September 11 at the McIlvoy Park

Pavilion.  The parade begins at 3:30 p.m.

with free registration starting at 2:45 p.m.

Categories include Decorated Pets; and

Decorated Bikes, Trikes, Wagons, or

Scooters.  Trophies, ribbons, and cash

prizes will go to the first, second, and third

place winners in each category.  In addi-

tion, there will be prizes for Crowd Pleaser

and Best Overall participant.  Make a cos-

tume!  Make a float!  Contact Nancy

Bentzen at 303-421-5305.

FREE Garden Harvest Contest 

The contest will be held on September

11 from 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. in St.

Anne’s Cafeteria.  Winners will be

announced at 2:30 p.m. Categories this

year include Largest Ripe Tomato,

Cucumber, Onion, Bell Pepper, and

Zucchini; Fattest Carrot; Widest Diameter

Sunflower; and new categories Ugliest

Garden Shoes and Most Unique Vegetable.

Kids only categories include Largest

Zucchini, Worst Tasting Vegetable,

Favorite Bug (dead or alive), and Most

Patriotic Vegetable. No pre-registration or

entry fee is required.  Contact Bill Orchard

at billorchard@juno.com.

FREE Entertainment

Bagpipes, banjos, harps, belly dancers,

and didgeridoos are just a sampling of the

colorful and unique entertainers that will be

performing on the streets of Olde Town this

year.  Contact Rick Nelson at explorerex-

perience@yahoo.com.

FREE 3rd Annual Teddy Bear Picnic

Bring your favorite teddy bear and

come for silly songs and fun stories.

Don’t forget to pack a little picnic as teddy

bears do get hungry.  The picnic is

September 12 from 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

inside the Arvada Library at 7555 W. 57th

Avenue.  For additional information call

Mary Jo at 303-421-2032.

FREE Susan M. Duncan YMCA Kid

Zone

The Kid Zone will include an inflatable

jumper, arts and craft stations, games, and

other interactive activities. For more infor-

mation contact Roubhie Fairchild with the

YMCA at 303-422-4977.

FREE Kid’s Spelling Bee

Calling all fourth, fifth, and sixth grade

students:  it’s time for the Arvada Press

Spelling Bee! Registration begins at 1:30

p.m. at the McIlvoy Park Pavilion and the

contest begins promptly at 2:00 p.m.

Contact John Carpenter at johnecarpen-

ter@gmail.com.

FREE 33rd Annual Food Fair

Bakers, cooks, and canners of all ages

and skill levels are welcome to participate.

Categories include cakes, pies, yeast rolls

and breads, quick breads, cookies, salsas,

jams, preserves and jellies, canned fruits,

canned veggies, canned miscellaneous, and

pickles and relishes. Bring that famous

family recipe on September 11, with judg-

ing beginning at 2:00 p.m. in Saint Anne’s

School Cafeteria.  Entry forms are avail-

able online, or at Arvada City Hall from

August 16 through September 3. Contact

Mary Walls 303-934-1884 or 

gumdrop33332000@yahoo.com for more

information.

85th Annual Harvest Festival!
SEPTEMBER 10, 11, AND 12, WWW.ARVADAHARVESTFESTIVALPARADE.COM.
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Flood Protection Information

D
o you think your home is more prone
to flooding or a fire?  If your home is
located in a floodplain, there is a 26%

chance of experiencing a flood during the life
of a 30-year mortgage compared to a 4%
chance of a fire.  The City of Arvada has
approximately 1,500 structures in the 100-
year floodplain and regular homeowner’s
insurance does not cover damage caused by
floods. 

This year, the City partnered with the
Urban Drainage and Flood Control District
(UDFCD) to update the “Flood Protection
Handbook” for Arvada residents.  Information
from this handbook is summarized below.
You can obtain a free handbook at the City of
Arvada’s Engineering Division, 2nd Floor of
City Hall, 8101 Ralston Road or download it
from the City’s website at www.arvada.org.

Arvada’s Flood Hazard: There are three
sources of flooding in Arvada: overbank
flooding when creeks overflow their banks,
flooding from irrigation canals, and street
flooding.  The major creeks and irrigation
canals in Arvada include: Ralston Creek,
Leyden Creek, Van Bibber Creek, Clear
Creek, Little Dry Creek, the Farmer’s
Highline Canal, Croke Canal and the Church
Ditch.

Flood Warning: The City of Arvada,
Jefferson County, UDFCD, and the National
Weather Service have developed a flood
warning plan for Ralston Creek, Leyden
Creek, and Van Bibber Creek.  Rain gauges
along these creeks give officials the ability to
continuously monitor storm and flood condi-
tions.  Warnings and other information are
disseminated by radio, television, and police
and fire departments.

Flood Safety: Did you know that six
inches of moving water can knock you off
your feet?  Therefore, never walk through
flowing water and use a pole or stick to make
sure of the depth before you walk through
standing water.  Do not drive through flooded
areas; more flood victims drown in their cars
than anywhere else.

Property Protection: The “Flood
Protection Handbook” includes floodproofing
techniques to help protect your home and pro-
cedures to follow before and during floods.  

Floodplain Questions and Map

Information: For questions regarding the
City’s floodplains or to determine if your
property is in a floodplain, contact the
Engineering Division at 720-898-7640. Also,
homeowners, realtors, lenders, and insurance
agents can obtain photocopies of floodplain
maps at the Engineering Division.  Additional
information can be obtained from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
web site, www.fema.gov/hazard/

flood/info.

Permits: Always check with the

Engineering Division before you build on,

alter, or regrade on your property.  A permit

may be required to ensure that your project

does not cause problems on other properties.

If you see building or filling without a City

permit posted, contact the Engineering

Division at 720-898-7640.

Flood Insurance: Until the late 1960s,

most property owners were unable to obtain

insurance coverage against flood damage

because private insurance firms, aware of the

potential for catastrophic losses, were unwill-

ing to assume the financial risk alone. This

put the burden on taxpayers to provide costly

disaster relief to a growing number of flood

victims.  In 1968, Congress addressed this

issue by creating the National Flood Insurance

Program. This program provides flood insur-

ance to property owners in exchange for the

careful management of flood-prone areas by

local communities.  Of the approximately

1,500 structures in Arvada located in the 100-

year floodplain, some 540 have flood insur-

ance.   

• Determine whether your property is locat-

ed in a floodplain by calling the

Engineering Division at 720-898-7640.

Any property is eligible for flood insur-

ance, regardless if it is in a floodplain.

• Due to the City’s participation in the

Community Rating System (CRS), Arvada

residents are eligible for a discount on

insurance premiums.

• Generally, there is a 30-day waiting period

from the time a policy is purchased until

you are covered, with the following

exceptions:  If you have an existing flood

insurance policy and the coverage is

increased; when flood insurance is

required as a condition of a loan; and

when an additional amount of flood insur-

ance is required as a result of a flood map

revision.

• Flood insurance is required by law in

some instances. To get Federally secured

financing to buy, refinance, build, repair,

reconstruct, or improve structures in

Special Flood Hazard Areas, you may be

required to purchase flood insurance. This

includes most types of mortgage loans, as

well as FHA and VA loans.

• Even if your property is not in an identi-

fied floodplain, you can still purchase

flood insurance at a reduced premium.

You would then be covered against flood-

ing from localized conditions such as

clogged inlets or irrigation ditches.

• For more information on flooding 

and flood insurance, go to 

www.floodsmart.gov.

FREE Movie in the Park

Stretch out in McIlvoy Park with a pillow

and blanket and enjoy a free evening of enter-

tainment.  The movie starts at dusk (~7:30

p.m.) on September 11. 

9/11 Remembrance Walk and Run

America Goes the Distance raises funds to

support military members and their families as

they seek treatment through Operation

Restoration at Lost and Found Inc.  The event,

beginning and ending at Memorial Park on 

W. 59th Avenue, will be held on September

11.  Runners can run either the 10 or 20 mile

timed marathon training course.  Competitive

runners and families of runners or walkers

will enjoy a 5K course.  Register online by

going to www.lostandfoundinc.org.

Arvada Jaycee Margarita and Beer

Garden

The Garden is open Friday through

Sunday, but if you’re looking to connect with

old friends and school buddies come on down

to “Arvada Reunion Hours” on September 10

and 11 from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. This is our

major fundraiser of the year, helping us raise

money for community projects such as

Thanksgiving and holiday gift baskets,

Operation Poinsettia, and so much more. Call

Jeff Cannon at 720-841-2272.

Sixth Annual Remote Control Air Show

The Arvada Associated Modelers put on

an annual air show in conjunction with the

Festival.  Spectacular giant scale models,

warbirds, real turbine jets, helicopters, and a

variety of unique radio-controlled models will

be flown and exhibited on Saturday,

September 11 at the Arvada Air Park (7608

Highway 93).  The Air Show will run from

1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. and also features con-

cessions and an opportunity for spectators to

try their hand at flying a real RC plane.  This

year’s Master of Ceremonies will be Arvada

Councilmember At-Large Marc Williams.

For more information and directions to the

flying field, visit our website at

www.arvadamodelers.com. Contact Rod

Sage 303-404-9628 or rsage@earthlink.net.

Other Fun

The annual Harvest Festival will include

over 100 booths along the midway, a petting

zoo, carnival rides and games, live music,

food, crafts, and shopping and dining in the

heart of Olde Town!    

We are in need of volunteers and sponsors

to help carry on this 85 year old annual tradi-

tion!  Contact Renee Nelson – General

Chairman at arvadafestival@aol.com .
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Arvada Community Food Bank Grateful to
Community

W
hen the numbers were tallied at
the end of the 2009-10 school
year, the Arvada Community

Food Bank volunteers congratulated each
other for packing 30,200 food sacks for
the Feeding the Future Backpack
Program. The Arvada community provid-
ed the resources for nearly 1,000 school
children to receive food for the week-
ends.. 

The food sacks kept hunger at bay

during the weekends for children who

rely on free school breakfasts and lunches

to meet their nutritional needs.  With a

focus on providing quality food, the Food

Bank purchased food items such as cere-

al, tuna fish, peanut butter, rice, canned

fruits and vegetables, soups, and pasta.

The fresh apples and oranges provided

twice monthly were a special treat.

Parents reported that the food sack,

intended for an individual student, was

frequently shared with the entire family.

During the summer, the Food Bank

provided weekend sacks to children

attending the Summer Lunch Program at

participating schools and hosted a

Summer Lunch Program. The Food

Services Department of Jeffco Schools

delivered lunches, and the Food Bank

provided space in the community room

for the lunch program.

The Arvada Community Food Bank

continued its outreach to the children and

youth by providing food to unaccompa-

nied youth who are homeless and not liv-

ing with a parent or guardian.  Often

these teens stay with friends and having a

box of food to share with the family helps

ensure a safe place to stay.  

During the 2010-11 school year, the

Food Bank will continue serving students

at the eight schools in the Feeding the

Future Backpack Program.  If resources

are available, plans are underway to serve

homeless students at three additional

schools.

The Board of Directors, staff, and vol-

unteers of the Arvada Community Food

Bank thank the Arvada community for its

generous support.  Donations to the

Feeding the Future Backpack Program

can be sent to the Arvada Community

Food Bank, 8555 W. 57th Avenue,

Arvada, CO.

Teens Follow Pros to Produce All Shook Up at
Arvada Center

T
he Arvada Center, known for its

award-winning and world-class

musical theater productions, is

offering a musical theater camp this

summer for teens that follows in the

footsteps of the professionals and cul-

minates with their own performance of

All Shook Up on the main stage theater.

Making the theater experience as

authentic as possible, students will use

the same sets and wear many of the

same costumes as the professional

actors in the Arvada Center’s summer

production of All Shook Up, which runs

from July 13 to August 8. The teens

perform on August 14 and 15. 

“This year, we’ve aligned the musi-

cal theater camp with our current sum-

mer production to make the experience

for students feel more professional,” said

Rod A. Lansberry, the artistic producer

of the Arvada Center. “It’s important that

they learn what it takes to produce their

own show while being exposed to the

behind-the-scenes activities of profes-

sional theater,” said

Lansberry.

Throughout the

five-week program,

students study music,

acting, and dance and

experience the entire

process for producing

a musical. All stu-

dents are required to

audition for individ-

ual roles, and every stu-

dent is assigned a part on

stage in the final produc-

tion. Rehearsals run all

day, five days a week.

The director for the teen perform-

ance, Gavin Mayer, was the head of the

theatre department at Pomona High

School for eight years, which won the

Think 360 Award for “Creative Schools

of Excellence,” and is currently finish-

ing his MFA in Theatre/Directing at

Florida State University. The choreogra-

pher, Stephen Bertles, and the music

director, Keith Ewer, are also perform-

ing in the Arvada Center’s professional

production of All Shook Up.
“We are so excited to offer another

real-world theater opportunity to our

teens,” said Lisa Leafgreen, education

coordinator and producer for All Shook
Up: Teen Intensive. “Our goal is to give

them a worthwhile and enjoyable learn-

ing experience.” 

(l to r) Chad (Eric Ulloa) meets Chad (T.J. Baldassare) at a pizza 
party that brought the students of the Arvada Center’s musical 

theater camp together with the professional actors for 
the summer musical All Shook Up.



Contact Numbers

Emergencies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .911

Non-Emergency

Reporting  . . . . . . . . . .720-898-6900

Office of

the Chief  . . . . . . . . . .720-898-6650

Records

Department  . . . . . . . .720-898-6920

Investigations . . . . . . .720-898-6700

Media

Relations  . . . . . . . . . .720-898-6654

Mission
To provide high quality police
service in an objective and
professional manner
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These four pages of The Arvada Report are
for and about the Arvada Police Department.

police
department

Arvada Police Department
8101 Ralston Road • Arvada CO 80002

720-898-6900

www.arvadapd.org

18%
This is the increase in the
number of car break-ins in
Arvada from 2008 to 2010.
Help the Arvada Police
Department eliminate this
crime of opportunity.
• Lock your car doors.
• Don’t leave anything of

value inside your vehicle.
• Report suspicious people

in your neighborhood.

T
he fourth Annual (point) .5K

Endurance Challenge is just days

away, and it’s not too late to register!

This fun-filled event will be held in

Olde Town Arvada on Saturday, August

14.  A pancake breakfast will be serviced

from 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  The race

begins at 10:00 a.m. and, at less than 1/3

of a mile, takes no more than ten minutes

to complete.

The fun run or walk is for all ages!

Everyone is welcome to take part in this

great event full of fun, food, fabulous

music, and prizes.  Fun four-packs are

available for $60. All racers will receive 

t-shirts and other goodies.  Register by 

visiting www.RalstonHouse.net or calling

Don at 720-898-6745.

All proceeds benefit Ralston House,

a non-profit organization that works in

conjunction with law enforcement, social

services, and the district attorney’s office

to provide a friendly and safe place for

children who have been sexually or physi-

cally abused to tell their stories. Ralston

House provides a professional staff spe-

cially trained to interview children and

offer support to families.

2010 (point) .5K Endurance
Challenge Is Here!

9



The Arvada Report August/September 2010

U
p-to-date Arvada crime statis-

tics are just a “click” away,

free of charge, 24-hours a day.

The Arvada Police Department

recently partnered with two companies

(RAIDS Online www.raidsonline.com,

headquartered in Highlands Ranch; and

Crime Reports www.crimereports.com)

to provide the latest crime statistics for

people to access from their computers.

“One of the most frequently asked

questions from citizens involves crime

rates in their neighborhoods and the city

as a whole,” said Arvada Police Deputy

Chief Gary Creager. “Our citizens now

have access to crime statistics, general

information and other detailed analysis

through these two sites.”

Query features on both sites offer

visitors the ability to search several

crimes at one time or simply look at

one specific type of incident.  Arvada

Police Department crime statistics are

synced with both web sites every 24

hours to ensure citizens have access to

the very latest crime data in the city.

RAIDs Online offers a blog service

where police departments across the

country share crime information and

crime prevention tips. There are also

citizen alerts, extensive mapping, and

in-depth analytical components to aid

citizens in their searches of crime infor-

mation.  

Visitors to crime reports have access

to crime information not only in

Arvada, but also many other Denver

metro area cities.  Citizens are encour-

aged to visit both sites to learn of the

capabilities of each service.

“The Arvada Police Department has

enjoyed an outstanding partnership with

its citizens. We believe the availability

of current crime information will fur-

ther strengthen our connection with res-

idents as they will be even more aware

of what to look for in their neighbor-

hoods,” said Police Chief Don Wick.

To visit the sites, you can find links

at www.arvadapd.org or through the

crime statistic sites directly at

www.raidsonline.com and

www.crimereports.com. 

Arvada Crime Maps and
Stats Available to Public

Fingerprints:
They’re Not
Just for
Crooks!

M
any people get fingerprint

cards completed at the Arvada

Police Department and not

because they’ve been arrested. Some

businesses, sports groups, and other

organizations require workers to have

fingerprint cards. 

If you need fingerprint cards com-

pleted, the Arvada Police Department

offers this service Tuesdays,

Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 8:00

a.m. – 4:30 p.m. in the police lobby at

8101 Ralston Road.  A valid govern-

ment-issued identification such as a dri-

ver’s license or passport must be pre-

sented.  

The fee is $7 per card. Cash or

checks are accepted.

For more information please call

720-898-6808 or visit

www.arvadapd.org

Community Roundtable: Sexting

I
f you’re the parent of a tween or teen

with a cell phone, here’s a meeting

you cannot miss. The fall session of

the Arvada Police Department’s

Community Roundtable will feature the

topic of Sexting on Wednesday,

September 8 from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

in the Council Chambers at Arvada City

Hall (8101 Ralston Road). 

Join Don Moseley, executive director

of Ralston House, at this informative ses-

sion. He will share information about

laws surrounding this phenomenon and

ways to educate your children about the

dangers of this activity. There will also

be time dedicated to questions/answers

for attendees.

Call Susan Medina at 720-898-6654

or via email at smedina@arvada.org to

register for the free class. Hurry, space is

limited. 

Community Roundtable:
Sexting 

Date: Wednesday, September 8, 2010
Time: 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Location: Arvada City Hall (8101
Ralston Road) – City Council Chambers.

Sexting is the act
of sending sexually
explicit messages
or photographs, 
primarily between
mobile phones.
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August

9 Arvada City Council, 5:30 p.m.

Arvada City Hall

10 Planning Commission, 

5:30 p.m.

Arvada City Hall

13 Flicks in the Square:  Back to
the Future
Olde Town Square

14 .5K Endurance Challenge for

Ralston House, 10:00 a.m.

Olde Town Arvada

See page 9

16 Arvada City Council, 6:30 p.m.

Arvada City Hall

17 The Neville Brothers,
7:30 p.m.

Arvada Center Outdoor

Amphitheatre

20 Flicks in the Square: Rebel
Without a Cause
Olde Town Square

20 Michael W. Northey Memorial

Golf Tournament

Arrowhead Golf Club, 10850

W. Sundown Trail, Littleton

Call Detective Mark Greubel at

720-898-6719 for more infor-

mation, to register, or to spon-

sor the event.

21 Annual Dog Swim, 

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Secrest Pool and Lake Arbor

Pool

22 Asleep at the Wheel, 7:30 p.m.

Arvada Center Outdoor

Amphitheatre

23 Arvada City Council, 5:30 p.m.

Arvada City Hall

24 Planning Commission, 

5:30 p.m.

Arvada City Hall

27 Flicks in the Square:

Ratatouille
Olde Town Square

September

6 Labor Day

Arvada City Hall Closed

7 Planning Commission,  

5:30 p.m.

Arvada City Hall

8 Arvada Police Department

Community Roundtable:

Sexting, 5:30 p.m.

Arvada City Hall

See page 10

85th Annual Harvest Festival

and Parade

See page 10

Visit www.ArvadaHarvest

FestivalParade.com for more

information

13 Arvada City Council, 6:30 p.m.

Arvada City Hall

14 Premiere, Sunset Boulevard
Arvada Center

20 Arvada City Council, 5:30 p.m.

Arvada City Hall

21 Planning Commission, 

5:30 p.m.

Arvada City Hall

27 Arvada City Council, 6:30 p.m.

Arvada City Hall

October

4 Arvada City Council, 6:30 p.m.

Arvada City Hall

9 Scarecrow Festival

Olde Town Arvada

See page 26

9 Arvada City Council, 5:30 p.m.

Arvada City Hall

16 Shred-a-Thon, 8:00 a.m.

Arvada Center

See page 12

OCTOBER

SEPTEMBER

AUGUST

Arvada Center:

6901 Wadsworth Boulevard

Arvada City Hall:

8101 Ralston Road

Lake Arbor Pool

7451 W. 83rd Way

Olde Town Square

Olde Wadsworth Boulevard and W. 57th

Avenue

Secrest Pool

6820 W. 66th Avenue

Dates subject to change.
Confirm with appropriate agency.
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Children’s Theater

Nuevo León: Tres Generaciones
Main Gallery

Herencia Milenaria: Contemporary
Ceramics from Tonalá, Jalsico, Mexico
Theater Lobby Gallery

Raíces y Ramas/Roots and Branches
Upper Gallery

September 16 – November 14, 2010
Special opening reception event for all three exhibitions:
Thursday, September 16, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.

The Arvada Center–
Treat Yourself to the Arts!
To purchase tickets and for more 
information call 720-898-7200 or visit
www.arvadacenter.org

Originally Adapted and Produced for the Stage by Theatre BAM

From the Series Created by George Newall and Tom Yohe

Based on an idea by David McCall

Book by Scott Ferguson, George Keating and Kyle Hall

Music and Lyrics by Lynn Ahrens, Bob Dorough, Dave Frishberg,
Kathy Mandry, George Newall and Tom Yohe.

The Arvada Center brings back Schoolhouse Rock
Live! this fall continuing with songs we missed in
our first production last spring. This nostalgic
 production instructs a whole new generation that
learning can be fun—when a first-time school
teacher realizes he can win his students over with
imagination and music. Featuring such beloved
Schoolhouse Rock songs as Just a Bill, Interplanet
Janet, Lolly, Lolly, Lolly, and Elbow Room.

Oct 21-Dec 30, 2010
Weekday tickets: $8
Weekend tickets: $10 

Photo Credit: P. Switzer, Seth Caikowski as Tom, Amanda Earls as
Sparky, Ashlie-Amber Harris as Whynona, Matt LaFontaine as
Coolroy, Daniel Langhoff as Mathu and Julia Perrotta as Hap  
From the Spring 2010 production of Schoolhouse Rock Live!

Children’s Theater Sponsored in part by

Additional Support provided by:
Kinder Morgan Foundation, 
The Jefferson Foundation, 
Ralph and Florence Burgess Trust,
Target, 
Wells Fargo Foundation 
and Linda and Terry Stevinson

On Stage

In the Galleries

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s musical score
is stunning and romantic making this the perfect

opening act to our 2010-11 season. Based on the 1950 film,
the story is about Norma Desmond, a relic of the early years of filmmak-

ing. When talkies pushed silent films and their stars out of the limelight, Norma
locked herself into her mansion with her memories, an ex-husband and a chimp as
her only companions. Twenty years later, when disillusioned screenwriter Joe
Gillis stumbles within her reach, Norma sees in him an opportunity to make her
“return” to the big screen.

Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber
Book & Lyrics by Don Black & Christopher Hampton
Based on the Billy Wilder Film
Directed by Rod A. Lansberry

Winner of 7 Tony Awards
including Best Musical and
Best Musical Score

Sept. 14 - Oct. 10, 2010
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Arvada Center Happenings


