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Arvada Economic Development Association

The City has a strong economic development and business retention program.  The

Arvada Economic Development Association (AEDA) is the business-to-government

liaison for the City of Arvada and a strategic resource for business success.  It repre-

sents a public-private partnership designed to oversee targeted industry marketing, in-

dustrial and retail development, as well as a focus on retention of existing businesses

under the direction of the AEDA Board of Directors.  AEDA is proud of its award-

winning business retention program and often counsels other organizations about its

successes.  AEDA’s mission is “To sustain a planned and balanced community served

by a supportive government that provides quality, cost-effective service by facilitating

industrial, business, and retail development that enhances the community and creates

new, well-paying jobs; helps existing businesses prosper and expand; and generates

additional revenue to the City.”

Arvada Urban Renewal Authority

The Arvada Urban Renewal Authority (AURA) is responsi-

ble for revitalizing urban areas designated throughout the community by creating suc-

cessful, high-quality projects that will help produce a vibrant cohesive city and

enhance the quality of life for the citizens of Arvada.  AURA is an independent body,

governed by a seven member volunteer board appointed by the Mayor and approved

by the City Council.  The board employs an executive director and staff members in

carrying out various redevelopment projects undertaken by AURA.   The Board

works under a common vision dictated by the legally approved urban renewal plan.

Under state law, AURA is charged with assisting the City in eliminating and prevent-

ing the occurrence of blight. To carry out this mandate, AURA works in collaboration

with elected officials, city administrators, private developers, financing sources, as

well as the community.  Throughout its history, AURA has been able to acquire land,

invest in property, and improve infrastructure while increasing its financial stability

through strategic bond financing, land sales and attracting quality businesses. 
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Director of Economic
Development

Hazel Hartbarger

Executive Director of
the Arvada Urban 
Renewal Authority
Timothy Steinhaus

Enriching Arvada

neighborhoods

through economic

development efforts

to grow or attract

additional jobs, 

goods, and services. 



2009 Economic Vitality Highlights
Sartorius Expands

Sartorious TCC Company expanded its business by 31,500 square

feet in 2009.  The Vice President of Technical Operations noted,

“Sartorius and our general contractor, CMC Group, felt that Arvada

was very pro-business in the support that they gave us throughout

our expansion project.  With the support of AEDA and various City

officials, we had excellent support through our decision making

phases, through permitting, right on through to occupancy.  Our in-

ternational colleagues are still happily surprised with the speed and

dependability of this effort.  Our partnership with Arvada is an im-

portant foundation for our planned corporate growth.”  

PrimeStar Solar Opens

[PHOTO]  PrimeStar Solar located to Arvada at a 106,000 square

foot location at 14401 W. 65th Way.  The company has about 85 em-

ployees with plans for growth.  

Udi’s, Archive Room Open in Olde Town

Udi’s Bread, Café, and Pizzeria opened in Olde Town Arvada in the fall of 2009.  The Archive Room Restaurant

also opened in 2009.

Master Plan for Triangle Area Completed

A 20 member citizen’s advisory

committee met over six months

in 2009, ultimately producing a

conceptual plan for the redevel-

opment of the Triangle Area.

The Triangle Area consists of

the three shopping centers lo-

cated in the vicinity of 58th Av-

enue and Independence Street.

The centers were built in the

1960’s and over time have be-

come outdated and run down.

In 2003, the Arvada City Coun-

cil instructed the Arvada Urban

Renewal Authority (AURA) to

begin the redevelopment

process aimed at revitalizing

the shopping district and bring-

ing in a fresh new look.

The advisory committee spon-

sored an open house in May of

2009 to share the plan with the
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community and receive feedback from the citizens and business people of Arvada.   The final Concept Plan is a

product of the Committee’s work and the community’s comments.  

AEDA, Chamber Launch Leadership Arvada Program

The Arvada Economic Development Association (AEDA) and Arvada Chamber of Commerce joined forces in

2009 to bring Leadership Arvada to the community.  Over 20 residents applied for the Program, designed to

bring together current and future leaders from a wide variety of backgrounds with the goal of sharpening leader-

ship skills, learning more about Arvada and the challenges facing the community, and partaking in a life learn-

ing experience.

City Launches “Invest in Arvada” Campaign

A new “shop local” initiative began in 2009 called Invest in Arvada.  A collaborative

effort with the City, Arvada Economic Development Association, Downtown Arvada

Partnership, and the Chamber of Commerce, the Invest in Arvada campaign educates

Arvada residents and businesses about the importance of shopping local.
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Community Development

The City’s Community Development Department provides current planning, neigh-

borhood planning, historic preservation, and comprehensive long-range planning for

future City growth, as well as housing, neighborhood revitalization, code and zoning

enforcement, and community development services.  Within the Department, the

Planning and Zoning Division advises the public, City Council, Planning Commis-

sion, Board of Adjustment, and City departments on planning and development proj-

ects.  

The Housing and Neighborhood Revitalization Division manages such vital programs

as the Essential Home Repairs Program, the Rental Improvement Loan Program in

cooperation with FirstBank, the Community Development Block Grant Program, and

a variety of human services, bond programs, housing development initiatives, and re-

lated functions.  The Division also operates as the Arvada Housing Authority and ad-

ministers the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program, which provides very

low-income households with the opportunity to live in safe and decent rental housing

at an affordable cost by paying a portion of their rent.  

The Code Enforcement Division ensures the regulation of nuisance codes and zoning ordinances.  Most en-

forcement is responded to on a complaint basis; however, safety issues and signs displayed in the rights-of-way

are enforced proactively.  The Division reviews permit applications for new single-family development, as well

as applications for miscellaneous residential construction.  Permits for temporary revocable permits, sales tax li-

censes, and liquor licenses are reviewed by Code Enforcement to ensure compatibility of the applicant’s request

to the proper zoning district.

CITY OF ARVADA ANNUAL REPORT 2009

9

Director of Community
Development

Mike Elms

Maintaining a strong
sense of identity and

connection among
community members

which is enhanced 
by attractive 

neighborhoods and
parks as well as 

cultural, recreational,
and commercial 

opportunities.


